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The ethical principles governing the engineering profession are 

embodied in codes of ethics.  Such codes have been adopted by 

state boards of registration, professional engineering societies,

and even by some private industries. 

An example of one such code is the Rules of Professional 

Conduct by the National Council of Examiners for Engineers and 

Surveyors (NCEES).  This code is found in Section 240 of the 

Model Rules. 

As part of his/her responsibility to the public, an engineer is 

responsible for knowing and abiding by the code. Additional 

rules of conduct are also included in the Model Rules.

Code of Ethics
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NCEES Rule of Professional Conduct
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The ethical principles are embodied in codes of ethics.  

An example of one such code is the NCEES Rules of 

Professional Conduct, found in Section 240 of Model 

Rules and presented here. 

The three major sections that the Model Rules addresses: 

(A) Licensee's Obligation to the Public

(B) Licensee's Obligation to Employers and Clients  

(C) Licensee's Obligation to Other Licensees

NCEES Rule of Professional Conduct
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Engineering is a “Profession" rather than an 

“Occupation" 

• Professions are based on a large knowledge 

requiring extensive training. 

• Professional skills are important to the well-being of 

society. 

• Professionals have autonomy and they are expected 

to utilize their independent judgment in carrying out 

their professional responsibilities. 

• Professions are regulated by ethical standards.
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Model Rules, Section 240.15, Rules of Professional Conduct  

A. LICENSEE’S OBLIGATION to the Public

1. Licensees first responsibility is to the public 

welfare.

2. Licensees shall seal only designs that safeguard 

the life, health, property, and welfare of the public.

3. Licensees shall be objective and truthful in 

professional reports
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Model Rules, Section 240.15, Rules of Professional Conduct  

A. LICENSEE’S OBLIGATION to the Public

4. Licensees shall notify their employer or client 

when their professional judgment is overruled 

where the life, health, property, or welfare of the 

public is endangered.
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5. Licensees shall express a professional opinion 

publicly only when it is founded upon an adequate 

knowledge

6. Licensees shall not permit the use of their name with 

any person or firm which is engaging in fraudulent 

business 

7. Licensees having knowledge of violations of any of 

these Rules shall inform the board

Model Rules, Section 240.15, Rules of Professional Conduct  

A. LICENSEE’S OBLIGATION to the Public
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8. Licensees shall issue no statements or arguments on 

technical matters which are inspired or paid for by 

interested parties, unless they explicitly identify the 

interested parties

Model Rules, Section 240.15, Rules of Professional Conduct  

A. LICENSEE’S OBLIGATION to the Public

SK



11

1. Licensees shall undertake assignments only when 

qualified in the specific technical fields 

2. Licensees shall not seals a plan dealing with a 

subject in which they lack competence, nor to any plan 

not prepared under their supervision.

3. Licensees shall not reveal information obtained in a 

professional capacity w/o prior consent of the client

Model Rules, Section 240.15, Rules of Professional Conduct  

B. LICENSEE’S OBLIGATION TO EMPLYER & CLIENTS
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4. Licensees may coordinate an entire project, provided 

that each design segment is sealed by the licensee 

responsible for preparation of that design segment

Model Rules, Section 240.15, Rules of Professional Conduct  

B. LICENSEE’S OBLIGATION TO EMPLYER & CLIENTS
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5. Licensees shall make full prior disclosures to their 

employers or clients of potential conflicts of interest

6. Licensees shall not accept compensation, financial 

or otherwise, from more than one party

7. Licensees shall not solicit or accept a professional 

contract from a governmental body on which an 

officer of their organization serves as a member. 

Model Rules, Section 240.15, Rules of Professional Conduct  

B. LICENSEE’S OBLIGATION TO EMPLYER & CLIENTS
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1.Licensees shall not falsify or exaggerate 

academic or professional qualifications

2. Licensees shall not offer or receive any gift 

in order to secure Work

3. Licensees shall not attempt to injure the 

professional Reputation of other licensees

Model Rules, Section 240.15, Rules of Professional Conduct  

C. LICENSEE’S OBLIGATION TO OTHER LICENSEES
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Questions
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Some things that are legally right, are not 

necessarily morally [or ethically] right.
Abraham Lincoln
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Instructions to Recieve 1 hour of CEU/PDH

1. Answer the questions in the preceding slides

2. Email your answers to: Dr. Soliman Khudeira, PE, SE.   

Soliman.Khudeira@iit.edu

3. You will be emailed a certificate of 1-hour CEU/PDH, if    

you score 70% or more
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End
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